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obliterate their details. This swamp, lying at a low
level in the centre of the great desert, receives into its
bed the drainage from an immense tract of territory. All
the rivers flowing into it are more or less salt, and carry
down to it annually a great volume of water. The fierce
heat of the desert during the summer months causes a
rapid evaporation, the result being that the salt con-
stantly increases in proportion to the water, until at last
the ground becomes caked with it" (Geo. Proc., 1890,
p. 590).

On the road between Tehran and Kuni, a little to
the north-west of the Darya-i-N"amak, is situated the new
lake, which made its appearance in 1883, and of which
an account has been published by the late Shah of Persia.
In this account it is identified with a lake of Savah,
which is mentioned in history, but which dried up about
1300 years ago. Its appearance has been attributed
either to waters (springs ?) bubbling up in this depression,
or more probably to the bursting of a dyke on the left
bank of' the ELara-Chai tributary of the Kum Eiver. The
lake, which has a circuit of about 40 miles, is disposed
in two basins communicating through a narrow passage,
and its blue waters, clear and brackish, have revived the
tradition or legend of a great inland sea, which in pre-
Muhammadan times covered a great part of the Dasht-i-
Kavir.% " There were probably a number of distinct lakes,
now patches, of salt desert, which are spoken of in the
popular, legends of Persia as a vast sea extending from
Kazvin on the north to Kerman and Mekran on the
south, from Savah on the west to the Sistan depression
in the east. These legends, which I have heard at many
places on the confines of the desert, not only speak of a
great sea, but also mention ships, islands, ports, and light-
houses. The old tower on the hills north-east of Kazvin
is popularly called a lighthouse, and the village Barchin,